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Select harmony 


Early American Psalmody Series 


Oliver Brownson (1746-1815) published two tune-books: Select Harmony, 
the subject of this book, and A New Collection of Sacred Harmony. Select 
Harmony was published in 1783 and went through eight editions. Copies 
of this book are currently in 210 libraries worldwide. Brownson’s second 
tune-book was published in 1797 and had six editions. There are 92 copies 
of the book in libraries worldwide. 


Thirty-three of Brownson’s compositions were published. The majority of 
these are found in this volume. Many tunes of Asahel Benham and 
Solomon Chandler, who published the first edition of this book, are also 
found here. 


VIRGINIA, Brownson’s most popular hymn-tune, was republished nearly 
one hundred times after its first appearance in Simeon Jocelin’s The 
Chorister’s Companion in 1782. Its popularity among American hymn- 
tunes of this period was exceeded only by three Lewis Edson fuging tunes, 
two of which appear in this book as well. JUBILEE and NORFOLK were 
also among Brownson’s best received tunes. 
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